Cirino, Jerry 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Cirino, Jerry 

Sunday, April 14, 2019 6:08 PM 

jc@jerrycirino.com 

Fwd: Draft Testimony 

Commissioner Jerry Cirino DRAFT 4 13 19 130p.docx; ATT00001.htm 


Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Montler, Murphy (Griffing, David L.)" < montlerm@firstenergycorp.com > 

Date: April 14, 2019 at 5:53:57 PM EDT 

To: " Jerrv.Cirino@lakecountvohio.gov " < Jerry.Cirino@lakecountyohio.gov > 

Cc: "Zele, Wendy F." < wfzele@firstenergycorp.com >, Christopher Curry 
< Christopher.Curry@deweysquare.com > 

Subject: Draft Testimony 

Good Evening Commissioner Cirino, 

Attached is draft testimony for your review and comment. The House Energy Committee Proponent 
Hearing is scheduled for 9:00 am, on Wednesday, April 17 th . With (9) Proponent witnesses scheduled to 
testify, we expect the hearing to run through late afternoon. 

Please let me know if there are any edits we need to make to your testimony. 

Thank you. 

Murphy Montler 
330-730-8964 


The information contained in this message is intended only for the personal and 
confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the 
intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that you have received this document in error and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately, and delete the original 
message. 
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DRAFT Testimony of Lake County Commissioner Jerry Cirino 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to appear before you today to address the important legislation to ensure that nuclear power 
can maintain its vital role as a reliable, resilient, clean-energy solution for Ohio. I am Jerry 
Cirino, Commissioner President of Lake County, Ohio, where the Perry Nuclear Generating 
Station is located in Perry, Ohio. 

I am proud to serve a diverse community of residents, with a growing population of over 
230,000, who embrace the region as their home with pride, as have generations before them. 
Lake County boasts a strong labor force and economic capital with an unemployment rate of 
5.2%, and a median household income higher than the United States national average at 
$60,000. Lake County has many positive attributes and we must use these attributes, including 
the Perry Nuclear Power Plant, to attract and retain businesses in our community and state. 

As Commissioner, I want to emphasize today that the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is an 
engine for economic growth, as it contributes to clean-energy efforts, and secures our power 
supply for all of Ohio. The future of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is uncertain. To stand by and 
allow it to close its doors prematurely while witnessing the economic calamity that would ensue 
would be extremely detrimental to my constituents. According to a survey of Ohio statewide 
voter attitudes conducted in March 2019, 53% of respondents across the entire state are in 
support of a proposal to keep the state's nuclear plants operating. That number jumped to 75% 
once respondents learned of the economic, environmental, and energy security benefits of 


Ohio's nuclear plants. 



Since nuclear power plants keep electricity prices low and keep productive economic 
activity in Ohio, they create exponential economic opportunities and increased tax revenues 
throughout the economy. For instance, the Perry Nuclear Power Plant pays more than $18.8 
million annually in state and local taxes. This revenue flows back to our communities to provide 
critically important services for our senior citizen and children's programs, first responders, 
school districts, and other vital services. Additionally, it has been estimated that the closure of 
the Perry Nuclear Power Plant, as well as the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, would reduce 
Ohio's gross domestic product by $510 million annually. 

It's important to understand what's behind those numbers. For instance, the 
accommodation and food services industry is among the top ten private employment sectors in 
Lake County. Hotels and restaurants would be greatly harmed if the Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
closes, due to the major projects and activities at the plant that require vendors and service 
providers to stay in Lake County for extended periods. The county would suffer lower sales taxes 
and bed tax revenue - and sales tax receipts, in particular, are a major source of revenue for the 
county budget. 

The Perry Nuclear Power Plant in Perry employs approximately 700 people, with 500 of 
them residing in Lake County. In fact, the plant is one of the largest and most significant 
employers in our county. I am concerned that if we allow the Perry nuclear plant to close, many 
working families in Lake County would transfer elsewhere because their unique expertise is in 
the nuclear field. Look no further than what happened after the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant 
in Vernon, VT shut down in 2014. We can expect the same effects in Ohio: homes will be sold. 




children will be removed from our school districts, and there will be a loss in local community 
revenue for small and medium-sized businesses. We will be creating a ghost town. 

The annual vendor spending by the Perry nuclear plant is estimated to be approximately 
$64 million in Lake County alone. If the Perry Nuclear Power Plant prematurely closes its doors, 
the Ohio state government will have to make up for the compounding shortfalls in Lake County's 
budget for services and benefits that our communities consider essential and rely upon. The 
economic prosperity and opportunity that citizens and working families of Lake County have 
experienced for an extended period will be severely undermined. 

I would be remiss if I did not highlight Lake County's reputation in agriculture. Our 
county is blessed with some of the most fertile soil anywhere. The region earned the distinction 
as the Nursery Capital of the World, and our award-winning wine industry has ripened as an 
emerging tourism destination. Our commercial, agricultural, and industrial bases open many 
opportunities for a better quality of life and for economic growth for residents of our state. The 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant prevents substantial emissions of carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, 
and nitrogen oxide, and other particulate matter. Any energy generation solution chosen to 
replace the Perry Nuclear Power Plant would likely be natural gas or coal-fired and would 
contribute harmful emissions and other pollutants into the air and our waterways, inflict harm 
on our bountiful natural resources, and impair our emerging tourism industry. My opposition to 
the closing of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is therefore based both on the belief that clean 
nuclear energy should not be abandoned, and that the impact of a closure would harm our 
community in many ways that would be lengthy and difficult to rectify. 
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Time is running out. Our constituents are counting on you to come up with a reasonable 
legislative solution on their behalf. Let us not reflect on this moment five years from today and 
ask ourselves why we allowed a critical power source and economic engine to grind to a halt 
and jobs to leave our communities. I urge you to take prompt action to pass HB 6 to ensure our 
state continues to enjoy the economic benefits, environmental security, and reliability of our 
zero-emission nuclear power plants. 

Thank you. 



Cirino, Jerry 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Montler, Murphy (Griffing, David L.) <montlerm@firstenergycorp.com> 

Monday, April 15, 2019 5:06 PM 

Ilshapiro@summitoh.net; jdodson@summitoh.net; dean.murphy@brattle.com; Cirino, 
Jerry;, mstahl@co.ottawa.oh.us; m.joyce@orrvilon.com; tjoyce@local310.com; 
Iarry@ibew245.com; columbusbuildingtrades@gmail.com; 

mark@tricountybuildingtrades.org; jbgrant@ocic.biz; ckeeton@bcssd.com; CSIZMADIA, 
Christine 

Electric Generation Subcommittee Hearing - Wednesday April 17th 

Witness List Order - Electric Generation Subcommittee.docx; Roetzel & Andress - 

Conference Room & Parking.docx; Electric Generation Subcommittee & Hearing 

Announcement.docx 


Hello Everyone, 

Attached please find the following information related to the Electric Generation Subcommittee hearing on Wednesday, 
April 17th: 

1. Order of Proponent Hearing Witnesses 

2. Location of Roetzel & Andress Offices & Parking - the offices are open from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm for our Proponent 
Witnesses 

3. Members of the Electric Generation Subcommittee & Hearing Announcement 
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to call me. 

Thanks so much for your continued support. 

Murphy 

Murphy Montler 
341 White Pond Dr. 

Akron, OH 

Office 330-436-2726 

Mobile 330-730-8964 
montlerm@firstenergycorp.com 


The information contained in this message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the 
recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an agent 
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this 
document in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately, and delete the 
original message. 
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Roetzel & Andress 


41 South High Street, Huntington Center, 21st Floor, 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Parking 


Double Tree Downtown Columbus 50 S Front St, 
Columbus, OH 43215 
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ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY GENERATION 


Schedule 


Members 


March 26, 2019 


Uat* Tim» Location Agenda 

April 17,2019 09:00 AM ^ Room 121 Download 

Hearings 





m 


Dldc Stein (R) Michael J. Bnan 


March 19, 2019 
March 12, 2019 
February 12, 2019 




Glenn W. 
Holmes (D) 



COMMITTEE: 

CO-CHAIRS: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

ROOM: 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE MEETING 

Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy Generation 

Dick Stein, Michael J. O'Brien 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

9:00 AM 

Room 121 


BELL 
HB 6 


Rep Callender, 
Rep Wilkin 


AGENDA 

TITLE 

Creates Ohio Clean Air Progr am 


STATUS 

1st Hearing 
Pending Referral 
Proponent 


Cc: 


House Cleric Committee Members 

Co mm ittee Clerk Speaker's Office 

Assistant Majority Floor Leader’s Office Caucus S taff 

Bill Sponsor Legislative Information Systems 

LSC Press Room 

Minority Leader’s Office 































Cirino^^Jerr^ 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


Montler, Murphy (Griffing, David L.) <montlerm@firstenergycorp.com> 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 3:41 PM 

Ilshapiro@summitoh.net; jdodson@summitoh.net; dean.murphy@brattle.com; Cirino, 
Jerry; mstahl@co.ottawa.oh.us; m.joyce@orrvilon.com; tjoyce@local310.com; 
Iarry@ibew245.com; columbusbuildingtrades@gmail.com; 

mark@tricountybuildingtrades.org; jbgrant@ocic.biz; ckeeton@bcssd.com; CSIZMADIA, 
Christine 

Christopher Curry; Juan Cespedes; Griffing, David L. 

Energy Generation Subcommittee Hearing - Wed 4/17 


Cc: 

Subject: 


Hello Everyone, 

Chris Curry - Dewey Square, will be sending you your final written testimony for the Energy Generation 
Subcommittee Hearing tomorrow. Your testimony will be filed with Chairman Dick Stein this evening and then 
downloaded to the iPads of the (5) committee members in the morning. We will have hardcopies of your 
testimony to distribute to the committee in the unlikely event the technology fails. 

For most of you I would suggest going directly to the State House Meeting Room 121. Our team plans to 
depart from Roetzel & Andress at 8:30 AM for the 9:00 AM hearing and remain there all day. 

Reminder - For those of you traveling directly to the State House: 

If you pork at the statehouse in the underground parking garage signage is good. Look for the statehouse 
signs. Then once inside find the rotunda. There are guards and posted guides at information desks all over. It 
is in the main statehouse building under the house chamber on the first floor. Look for the highway patrol 
security at the side door of the statehouse to identify the house side. Look for room 121. The doors are all 
marked. Should be fairly easy to find or ask the patrol. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me. When you arrive at the State House, please send 
me a text message. 

Thanks again and safe travels. 

Murphy 

Murphy Montler 
341 White Pond Dr. 

Akron, OH 

Office 330-436-2726 

Mobile 330-730-8964 
montlerm@firstenergycorp.com 


The information contained in this message is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the 
recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an agent 
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responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this 
document in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly 

prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately, and delete the 
original message. 
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Testimony of Jerry C. Cirino, Commission President of Lake County, Ohio 


Chairman Stein, Chairman O'Brien and members of the committee, thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to appear before you today to address HB 6 and the need to ensure that 
nuclear power can maintain its vital role as a reliable, resilient, clean-energy solution for Ohio. I 
am Jerry C. Cirino, Commission President of Lake County, Ohio, where the Perry Nuclear 
Generating Station is located in Perry, Ohio. 

I am proud to serve a diverse community of residents, with a growing population of over 
230,000, who embrace the region as their home with pride, as have generations before them. 
Lake County boasts a strong labor force and economic capital with an unemployment rate of 
5.2%, and a median household income higher than the United States national average at 
$60,000. Lake County has many assets, including the Perry Nuclear Power Plant. These assets 
must be used to attract and retain businesses in our community and state. 

As Commissioner, I want to emphasize today that the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is an 
engine for economic growth, as it contributes to clean-energy efforts, and secures our power 
supply for all of Ohio. The future of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is uncertain. To stand by and 
allow it to close its doors prematurely while witnessing the economic calamity that would ensue 
would be extremely detrimental to my constituents. According to a survey of Ohio statewide 
voter attitudes conducted in March 2019, 53% of respondents across the entire state are in 
support of a proposal to keep the state's nuclear plants operating. That number jumped to 75% 
once respondents learned of the economic, environmental, and energy security benefits of 


Ohio's nuclear plants. 



Since nuclear power plants keep electricity prices low and keep productive economic 


activity in Ohio, they create exponential economic opportunities and increased tax revenues 
throughout the economy. For instance, the Perry Nuclear Power Plant pays more than $18.8 
million annually in state and local taxes. This revenue flows back to our communities to provide 
critically important services for our senior citizen and children's programs, first responders, 
school districts, and other vital services. Additionally, it has been estimated that the closure of 
the Perry Nuclear Power Plant, as well as the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, would reduce 
Ohio's gross domestic product by $510 million annually. 

It's important to understand what's behind those numbers. For instance, the 
accommodation and food services industry is among the top ten private employment sectors in 
Lake County. Hotels and restaurants would be greatly harmed if the Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
closes, due to the major projects and activities at the plant that require vendors and service 
providers to stay in Lake County for extended periods. The county would suffer lower sales taxes 
and bed tax revenue — and sales tax receipts, in particular, are the major source of revenue for 
the county budget. 

The Perry Nuclear Power Plant in Perry employs approximately 700 people, with 500 of 
them residing in Lake County. In fact, the plant is one of the largest and most significant 
employers in our county. I am concerned that if we allow the Perry nuclear plant to close, many 
working families in Lake County would transfer elsewhere because their unique expertise is in 
the nuclear field. Look no further than what happened after the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant 


in Vernon, VT shut down in 2014. We can expect the same effects in Ohio: homes will be sold. 



children will be removed from our school districts, and there will be a loss in local community 
revenue for small and medium-sized businesses. We will be creating a recessionary 
environment in our community and those surrounding the Davis-Besse plant. 

The annual vendor spending by the Perry nuclear plant is estimated to be approximately 
$64 million in Lake County alone. If the Perry Nuclear Power Plant prematurely closes its doors, 
the Ohio state government will have to make up for the compounding shortfalls in Lake County's 
budget for services and benefits that our communities consider essential and rely upon. The 
economic prosperity and opportunity that citizens and working families of Lake County have 
experienced for an extended period will be severely undermined. 

I would be remiss if I did not highlight Lake County's reputation in agriculture. Our 
county is blessed with some of the most fertile soil anywhere. The region earned the distinction 
as the Nursery Capital of the World, and our award-winning wine industry has ripened as an 
emerging tourism destination. Our commercial, agricultural, and industrial bases open many 
opportunities for a better quality of life and for economic growth for residents of our state. The 
Perry Nuclear Power Plant prevents substantial emissions of carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, 
and nitrogen oxide, and other particulate matter. Any energy generation solution chosen to 
replace the Perry Nuclear Power Plant would likely be natural gas or coal-fired and would 
contribute harmful emissions and other pollutants into the air and our waterways, inflict harm 
on our bountiful natural resources, and impair our emerging tourism industry. My opposition to 


the closing of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant is therefore based both on the belief that clean 



nuclear energy should not be abandoned, and that the impact of a premature closure would 


harm our community in many ways that would be lengthy and difficult to rectify. 

Time is running out. Our constituents are counting on you to come up with a reasonable 
legislative solution on their behalf. Let us not reflect on this moment five years from today and 
ask ourselves why we allowed a critical power source and economic engine to grind to a halt 
and jobs to leave our communities. I urge you to take prompt action to pass HB 6 to ensure our 
state continues to enjoy the economic benefits, environmental security, and reliability of our 
zero-emission nuclear power plants. 

Thank you. 

Jerry C. Cirino 


Commission President, Lake County 



